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Dear Fathers, Brothers and Sisters,

May the peace and joy of Christ be with us all.

I begin by thanking the Lord for choosing and consecrating

me as the bishop of Vellore. I have only to thank the Lord

and thank all priests, religious and our faithful for their

love, concern and wonderful support they give me and the

Diocese. The present state is possible only because of the

sacrificing love of priests and religious and wonderful

cooperation of our people.

The Joy is greater because the Lord has blessed us with

two new priests from and for our diocese. They will

certainly inject new blood in our Presbyterium. Let us

thank their parents, relatives for giving them to our

Church. Let us accompany our two young men with our

prayer and support in fulfilling God’s Mission.
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Tamilnadu Church, in fact the whole church of India,

rejoices as we celebrate the feast of our Lady of

Vailankanni. It is a great gift that the Mother of our Lord

has come to visit us. We have every right to rejoice. As we

know thousands of our people, cutting across all religion,

flock to our Mother, to thank her, to pray to her and to

receive the necessary healing from her Son. It is certainly

a great demonstration of faith. This year I would like to

pray for our priests, religious and people who are not

keeping physically well. Some are seriously sick, I pray to

our Mother, Mother of Health to be with our priests. I

encourage all our priests, religious and faithful who visit

the shrine to pray for this intention.

As we are moving towards the final celebration of our

Diamond Jubilee, we will be having a one day gathering of

priests and people to remember, to thank and to see

whether some future course of action could be planned.

About 500 people, priests, religious, representatives of

pastoral council, parish council, anbiam, teachers,

catechists and some special invitees will participate. It is

not just a seminar but a family gathering of our diocese

wherein to remember the wonderful things the Lord has

done to us for the past 60 years. The Vicar General with

curia members will organize the day. Rev. Fr. Mathias,

Rev. Fr. S. Lourdusamy, Rev. Fr. A. John Baptist and

Rev. Fr. Mangala David will initiate our remembrance. It

will be held on 27th September, 2012. Let us pray that the

Lord and Mary Help of Christians be with us on that day.
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Our Pious Associations do play a vital role in praying and

assisting our priests and people especially the poor. At

this place I want to thank especially Fr. Maria Joseph for

the marvelous ministry he did by animating these groups.

He was very happy and proud to do this service. Now that

he is finding difficult to move around, we requested

Fr. Kuriakose Kariakatt to assume this ministry. He was

very generous and happy to do this for our Diocese. As I

thank Fr. Maria Joseph, I also entrust to Fr. Kuriakose

Kariakatt this ministry. I also take the opportunity to thank

and encourage the members of the Vincent de Paul for

their dedication and service. Many of our units are doing

wonderful work. I wish them God’s blessing especially on

27 September, on the feast of Vincent de Paul. May they

be salt to the earth.

The celebration of Assumption and the Birthday of our

Mother calls us to meditate a little more deeply on our

faith. St. Augustine says the History of the world is a

conflict between two loves. One is the ‘Love of God’; that is

the love that God has for us and the other is, our love for

our God. This invites us to surrender ourselves to our God

based on the promptings of the Holy Spirit. We join our

Lady in saying, ‘I am the handmaid of the Lord’. This will

lead us to the true meaning of priesthood and baptism.

The other love is ‘the love of self’. Selfishness is the result

of this love. This alienates, both God and our neighbor

from our relationship. This is the reflection of the original

sin, when man alienated himself from God and Cain

separated himself from Abel, his brother, which led to

murder.
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Our Blessed Mother by her birth and surrendering herself

to God has re-established the ‘Love of God’. She has

re-built our history and the relation between God and man.

Let us imitate her and surrender ourselves to God so that

humanity may find itself in its Creator.

Finally, let us entrust our celebrations to our Blessed

Mother and pray to Her to show us the path and send us

afresh the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. May Her motherly

assistance lead us to a better way of life as Disciples of

Christ.

+Most Rev. Dr. P. Soundararaju SDB
Bishop of Vellore

Bishop’s Programme

02 Sun Confirmation, Katpadi

05 Wed Mother Theresa Convent, Shenpakkam

08 Sat Srilankan Camp, Abdullapuram

09 Sun Baptism, Chennai

10-23 Medical Treatment

27 Thu Diocesan Congress ����� ����� 	�
���

28 Fri Adoration Monastery

30 Sun Prison Ministry

+Most Rev. Dr. P. Soundararaju SDB

Bishop of Vellore
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New Telephone Directory -2013

New Telephone Directory for the year 2013 will be

published by the Clergy Commission. Please check your

phone number, name of your parish, Institution and your

personal mobile number in the present Telephone

Directory 2012.

If anything is to be corrected or added, please do inform

the Bishop’s Secretary before the end of October 2012 and

help us to bring out the new Telephone Directory 2013 in

time. (Secretary Cell No. 9486424003)

Rev. Msgr. M. Joe Lourdusamy

Vicar General
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St. Clares Community, Vellore.

A WORD of THANKS AND APPRECIATION from St. Clare’s
Adoration Monastery, Vellore. Since two Jubilees - the
Diamond Jubilee of the Diocese and the 8th Centenary of
the Order of Poor Clares - coincided, the graces they bring
forth sandwiched within the twelve months of the year
2012. And it enhanced great joy and pleasure to see all
the parishes of our Vicariate joined us happily at our
humble invitation, especially participated in the Novena
preceded the closing of the Jubilee and the Feast Day of
St. Clare.

At the outset of the month of August, beginning from 2nd to
9th August, we had the Novena in honour of St. Clare, our
Foundress, in preparation for her Feast and as well as
the closing of the 800th Jubilee of the birth of our Order.
We had it in a simple but beautiful manner since the co-
operation from the Vicarate parishes was 100 percent. At
our request, they came in good number each evening of
the Novena days to participate in it along with their
respective parish choir, which made it enthusiastic and
lively. Our heart felt thanks for the parish-priests and the
parishioners of each parish who responded positively and
joyously, joined us in inheriting the special blessings and
graces, this Blessed year had in store for us.

May the Good Lord bless and reward all of you for the
great deal of sacrifice it entailed, in arriving here, at the
appointed time. We owe our gratitude to those who assisted
us selflessly to make it convenient for the people. May the
choir members of each parish be rewarded amply by the



13

Lord for their generous rendering in music service. The

‘Transitus’ of Holy Mother Clare on 10th August evening

also was prayerful commemoration of her passing from

death to eternal life and was participated by a large

number of faithful and Secular Franciscan Order (SFO)

members.

Above all our special thanks to His Lordship our dear

Bishop and our Vicar General who inspired us and granted

the needed permission and paternal blessings.

All of your co-operation is much expected in coming years

too and all are welcome to experience the presence of the

Eucharistic Lord at His feet in our Monastery.

May all of us be blessed with all the Blessings from above.

Your ever loving Sister,

Sr. Mother Maria Goretti & Community.
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Ordination Day

Rev. Fr. A. Arulsamy 11.09.1977

Birth Day

Rev. Fr. A. Jonas Philomina Doss 01.09.1979

Rev. Fr. N. Arockia Doss 06.09.1970

Rev. Fr. K. A. Rayappa 08.09.1954

Rev. Fr. A. Bernard Velanganni 08.09.1972

Rev. Fr. R. James Vincent 10.09.1957

Rev. Fr. A. Joseph 12.09.1950

Rev. Fr. M. Martin 19.09.1958

Rev. Fr. S. Sagayanathan 19.09.1973

Rev. Fr. M. Thangaraj 19.09.1974

Rev. Fr. G. Mathias 20.09.1940

Rev. Fr. M. A. Arockia Raj 20.09.1973

Rev. Fr. A. Lazar Velankanni 23.09.1981

Rev. Fr. Y. Anthony Raj 25.09.1953

Rev. Fr. A. Philominraj 26.09.1932

Rev. Fr. A. Roy Lazar 28.09.1959

Rev. Fr. V. Kuriakose Kariakatt 30.09.1951

Intentions

Let us pray for Politicians. Let us pray that Politicians

may always act with honesty, integrity, and love for the

truth.

Help for the poorest Churches. Let us pray that Christian

communities may have a growing willingness to send

missionaries, priests, and lay people, along with concrete

resources, to the poorest Churches.
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Calendar

02 Sun 22nd Ordinary Sunday

03 Mon St. Gregory the Great

08 Sat The Nativity of Blessed Virgin Mary

09 Sun 23rd Ordinary Sunday

12 Wed Most Holy Name of Mary

13 Thu St. John Chrysostom

14 Fri The Exaltation of the Holy Cross

15 Sat Our Lady of Sorrows /

Dedication of the Cathedral Church

16 Sun 24th Ordinary Sunday

17 Mon St. Robert Bellarmine

23 Sun 25th Ordinary Sunday

27 Thu St. Vincent de Paul

28 Fri St. Lawrence

29 Sat The Holy Archangels : Michael,

Gabriel & Raphael

30 Sun 26th Ordinary Sunday

Necrology

Rev. Fr. Immanuel Alves SDB 07.09.1976

Rev. Fr. Fiori de Benedetto SDB 11.09.1978

Rev. Fr. Michael Cusini SDB 17.09.1976

Rev. Fr. Lazar SDB 18.09.1997

Rev. Fr. C. Kurivilla 19.09.2001

Rev. Fr. Peter Meliga SDB 23.09.1958


